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(54) TAPE CARTRIDGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a mechanism 
for securing the lock for a reel till a tape cartridge is 
loaded into a tape driving device and also to minimize 
the space factor of this mechanism. 
SOLUTION: The tape cartridge is provided with a reel 
gear 34, a lock gear 38, an engaging mechanism 44 
and a washer 40 interposed between the reel gear 34 
and the lock gear 38. Legs of the wacher 40 are 
projected while passing through-holes which are 
formed by penetrating the teeth of the reel gear 34. 
During the operation, the lock gear 38 is one-sided 
toward the engaging mechanism existing on the reel 
gear 34 to lock the reel to the rotatably fixed lock 
gear 38. The legs of the washer 40 are pushed up by 
the teeth of a driving motor gear as the driving motor 
gear of the tape driving mechanism is engaged with 
the reel gear 34, and the washer 40 is pushed into the 
lock gear 38. By this operation, the lock gear 38 is 
moved upward, then the reel is released by the 
disengagement of the engaging mechanism. 
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